 全国2006年4月高等教育自学考试

英语阅读（一）试题

课程代码：00595

[image: image1.png](FHEREETAKHEEUEL)

Aigkdsdt 14 TT, 4> 100 4, ZiXEHE 150 98,

I

TEXT COMPREHENSION

The following comprehension questions are based on the texts you have
learned, and each of them is provided with 4 choices marked A, B, C and
D. Choose the best answer to each question and Write the corresponding
letter on the ANSWER SHEET. (20 points, 1 point each)

Gifts of the Magi 1s a story set at a time when :

>

men wore their watches on their wrists and women wore combs

w0

men put watches in their pockets and women loved long hair

O

it was required of the wife to buy a Christmas present for her husband

o

husbands were supposed to buy new combs for their wives at Christmas

According to No Marriage, No Apologies, cohabiting couples tend to make
fewer financial investments together, which seems to underscore their .

A. unequal relationship B. shared life style
C. independence D. companionship

The three young men in The Pardoner’s Tale had come out to kill Death but
they in the end.

A. got a great number of gold pieces

B. found Death was thinking about them
C. didn’t meet Death after a long journey
D. were killed by Death instead

“...but somehow she would pull all of her strength together at the very end and
she almost always won by a nose.” The underlined part from The Celebrated
Jumping Frog of Calaveras County means :

A. she won a reputation for herself
B. she got out of a difficult situation
C. she gained a narrow victory

D. she succeeded easily
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to

A. create a misunderstanding around which to build a story

B. show the doctor’s knowledge about flu and its treatment

C. show that the boy was in a serious condition

D. show that the father was very much concerned about the boy’s illness
6. The story A Day’s Wait is told from _____ point of view.

A. the author’s B. the father’s

C. the child’s D. the doctor’s

7. Foreigners tend to associate the Disneyland with all the following cartoon
characters EXCEPT :

A. Teddy Bear B. The Seven Dwarfs
C. Mickey Mouse D. Donald Duck

8. In Art for Heart's Sake, when people were so surprised that Ellsworth had been
awarded the First Prize for his painting, he gave away his secret that he :

A. would come up with a promising financial plan
B. would buy the gallery

C. had bought a company at a very high price

D. had bought the Lathrop Gallery

9. According to How to Live like a Millionaire, most millionaires measure success
by net worth and tend to :

A. take their money home for consumption
B. 1nvest their money in businesses

C. pay top dollar for high-rent houses

D. leave an estate to their friends

10. Some villagers doubted the story told by old Rip Van Winkle, but were
sure that it was true.

A. his friends and neighbors

B. the husbands who humbly obeyed their wives
C. the daring women in the region
D

. the old Dutch members of the community
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In New Applications, the illegal plan first came to Miriam when she discovered
by accident that

A. the latest version of home-type computers improved the market conditions

B. the latest version of home-type computers was actually compatible with
the one in her office

C. her son was so interested in the video games on computers

D. the home-type computers in Tobe’s shop had been hooked up to the
printers

According to The Wrong House, the owner of the house in which the two
robbers hid the suitcase happened to be :

A. Sergeant Simpson B. Detective Johnson
C. the owner of the car lots D. the Chief of Police
The Time Machine was written by a well-known science fictionist named

A. H. G. Wells B. O. Henry

C. Washington Irving | D. Benjamin Franklin

The most important goal of the American Constitution is to _____.

A. form a government that is able to do things an individual state cannot
B. unite the colonies to win independence from Britain

C. replace the independent power of the thirteen states

D. improve the existing union and strengthen the federal government

According to The World at War, which of the following statements is NOT
true?

A. Hitler broke his promise and made an attack on Poland.
B. Neither Britain nor France was armed in readiness for World War I1.

C. Many members of the British Empire demanded independence during
World War I1.

D. Eire kept out of World War II, but many of her men fought in the British
forces. |

Adam and Eve were told by Jehovah that they might eat the fruit of all the
trees in Paradise EXCEPT ,

A. trees that produce seeds

B. trees that bear fruits |

C. the tree that tells the seasons and the days

D. the tree that gives forth the knowledge of Good and Evil
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According to Greek mythology, just as came back from his day’s journey
in his chariot of the sun, Prometheus lit a torch from the chariot and brought
his fire to earth.

A. Apollo B. Dionysus C. Athena D. Zeus

In the opinion of Jessica Davidson, the author of Bricks from the Tower of the
Babel, represent ideas, not sounds, since each reader could apply the
symbol to the appropriate word in his or her own language.

A. Chinese characters B. Russian alphabets

C. Latin roots D. English prefixes

19. According to What Body Language Can Tell You That Words Cannot, which of

20.

IL.

the following statements is NOT true?
A. Nonverbal communication is what we call culture-free.
B. Nonverbal behavior occurs naturally without being taught.

C. People cannot understand nonverbal signals without knowledge of the
spoken language.

D. Courtship is one of the situations that is strongly influenced by nonverbal
skills.

Antonio and Shylock signed a bond, according to which, if Antonio failed to

, Shylock would have the right to have a pound of flesh to be cut from

any part of Antonio’s body.

A. dissuade Bassanio from paying court to Portia

B. repay Shylock the three thousand ducats within 3 months
C. put his own courage and powers to the test on his behalf
D. win Portia’s hand in marriage

READING COMPREHENSION

In this part there are 4 reading passages followed by 20 questions or
unfinished statements. For each of them there are 4 choices marked A, B,
C and D. You should decide on the best answer or the best choice to
complete the statement and Write the corresponding letter on the
ANSWER SHEET. (40 points, 2 points each )

Passage 1
In one sense, the range of human motives is almost limitless. Jim needs new

shoes; Terry wants to hike the Appalachian Trail; and Marie is dying to go to
business school. But over and above specific needs, desires, and goals, certain
general categories of motives underlie human action. Let us consider two broad
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and social motives.

Physiological motives like hunger, thirst, and avoidance of pain are needs
that must be satisfied if an organism, whatever human or animal, is to survive.
These motives are intimately linked to our biological functioning. As Abraham
Maslow observed, when people are very hungry or thirsty, they think about little
else but finding something to eat or drink. At such times, other needs—whether
for security, love, or competence—become unimportant. But when a person’s
needs for food and water have been met, other motives—called social
motives—take on greater importance. Maslow believed that our motives are
organized as a hierarchy (J21X) of needs. Higher-level needs cannot be addressed
until those at the bottom of the hierarchy are met.

Social motives, such as desires to spend time with others, to have an impact
on others, and to master challenges in order to confirm our personal competence,
are needs that grow out of our involvement with other people. We are born with
our physiological motives, but we learn our social motives from interaction with
others as we grow up. Maslow divided the social and other non-physiological
motives into four groups: safety needs—needs to feel physically and
psychologically secure, including safety from physical danger and the need for
economic security; love needs—the need to be loved and to be an accepted
member of a community of friends; esteem needs—needs to achieve, to be
competent, and to receive respect and appreciation from others; self-actualization

( 223 ) needs—the need to fulfill one’s unique potential. A musician must make
music, an artist must paint, a poet must write if he or she is to be ultimately happy.
What a man or woman can be, he or she must be.

21. The author cites the examples of Jim, Terry and Marie to show that ___.
A. human motives are determined by desires
B. human motives are closely linked to society
C. there are three kinds of basic human motives
D. there are limitless kinds of human motives
22. According to the passage, people’s social motives are ____.
A. learned B. innate
- C. indistinguishable | D. inexplicable

23. According to the passage, all the following needs belong to social motives
EXCEPT :

A. love needs B. self-actualization needs
C. esteem needs D. physiological needs
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A. esteem needs B. love needs
C. self-actualization needs D. safety needs
25. One implication of Maslow’s theory is that ____.
A. human motives help us reach for goals
B. phySiological needs make people feel humble
C. physiological needs are similar to social needs
D. desires sometimes demand much restraint

Passage 2

A man from Ecuador works in a Brooklyn restaurant washing dishes. He
works twelve hours each day except Monday and earns about two dollars per hour,
from which are deducted his meals and his rent for the restaurant basement space
he shares with two other men. His boss, for a 5 percent fee, sees to it that his
letters and his money are sent home to his wife. He considers himself lucky
because he has been able to work at the same restaurant for three years. His boss
has helped him, and once, when there was a raid by immigration inspectors, the
boss found him a place to hide until they were gone. If he can hold out for two
more years, he says, his family will have enough money for a decent house and to
start a small business. He misses his family very much, and from the damp walls
of the basement droop a few precious photographs of his wife and four children.

Aside from his boss and the two others who share his cement-walled
basement, he has spoken to no one for three years except a Catholic priest. Even
though he was grateful to see the priest, he asked that the priest not come back.
The man has not left the restaurant and its basement even once for the entire three
years he has worked there. He has not seen daylight for those three years. The lack
of daylight has impaired even his deep brown skin, giving it a yellow pallor (& H)
like a soil once rich and dark but overplanted and drained of life.

The Ecuadorian dishwasher chooses to stay inside, in what has become a
kind of prison, because he fears La Migra, the immigration authorities. If they
found him, they would return him home before he could finish accumulating the
grubstake (¥%4) that might make his family’s life a bit better than it was. His fear
of La Migra is so great that when he needs medicines, rather than telling his boss,
for fear his boss will fire him, he waits until his wife can send them. This way, he
says, he can be more secure for the two more years it will take until he has made
the money he thinks he needs and can return home from exile.

Not all undocumented workers go to such extremes as the dishwasher, but
they live with the same fear. It is a fear that builds so much tension, community
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out only to their jobs, to buy food, and perhaps to attend an occasional mass. They
trust no one they do not know. For no one knows who will call La Migra. If they
are beaten or robbed, they will not complain to the police for fear of La Migra. If
they are sick, they will not go to the hospital for fear of La Migra. If they need
help, they get it from friends they can trust, and not from public agencies set up to
help the poor. They are a people in hiding, and, as such, invisible to most
Americans. They hide because no matter how difficult their life in the U. S. is,
their poverty at home is much worse. At home, as they watched their children go
hungry, their meager earnings never quite enough to fill a belly, there was no hope.
In America, even in fear and hiding, at least there is hope.

26. The main purpose of this passageisto____ .
A. describe the experience of an illegal immigrant living in New York
B. inform readers of the hardship of working and living in the U.S.
C. 1illustrate the heavy burdens imposed on the immigrants by the U.S.
D. criticize the immigration inspection exercised in the U.S.
27. From the information provided in the passage, it is clear that the man’s family

A. lives with him B. lives in another country

C. is hiding D. lives in a decent house
28. Which of the following statements best describes the man’s boss?

A. He wants to report him to the authorities. |

B. He is seemingly kind to him.

C. He will not talk to him.

D. He keeps him a prisoner in a basement.

29. As mentioned in the passage, the reason why the man came to this country
was that he wanted to :

A. work as a dishwasher in a restaurant
B. hide in a basement apartment
C. make money for his family
D. get away from his wife and children
30. According to the passage, the man was ____.
A. alegal citizen B. apermanent resident
C. anillegal laborer D. adocumented worker
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Having taken a room at the hotel at which he had been instructed to stay,
Smallwood went out; it was a lovely day, early in August, and the sun shone in an
unclouded sky. He had not been to Lucerne since he was a boy, but vaguely
remembered a covered bridge, a great stone lion and a church in which he had sat,
bored yet impressed while they played an organ; and now, wandering along a
shady quay (and the lake looked just as tawdry and unreal as it looked on the
picture postcards) he tried not so much to find his way about a half-forgotten
scene as to re-form in his mind some recollection of the shy and eager lad, so
impatient for life (seen not in the present of his adolescence, but only in the future
of his manhood) who so long ago had wandered there.

But it seemed to him that the most vivid of his memories was not of himself,
but of the crowd; he seemed to remember sun and heat and people; the train was
crowded and so was the hotel, the lake steamers were packed and on the quays (f4
3k) and in the streets you threaded your way among the throng of holiday-makers.
They were fat and old and ugly and odd, and they stank. Now, in wartime,
Lucerne was as deserted as it must have been before the world at large discovered
that Switzerland was the playground of Europe. Most of the hotels were closed,
the streets were empty, the rowing boats for hire rocked idly at the water’s edge
and there was none to take them, and in the avenue by the lake the only persons to
be seen were serious Swiss taking their dogs for their daily walk. |

Smallwood felt exhilarated by the solitude and, sitting down on a bench that
faced the water, surrendered himself deliberately to the sensation. It was true that
the lake was absurd; the water was too blue, the mountain was too snowy, and its
beauty, hitting you in the face, exasperated rather than thrilled; but all the same
there was something pleasing in the prospect, an artless candour ( 3 ) , like one
of Mendelssohn’s Songs Without Words, that made Smallwood smile with
complacency. At all events, so long as the fine weather lasted he was prepared to
enjoy himself. He did not see why he should not at least try to combine pleasure
to himself with profit to his country.

31. Smallwood went out after he settled down at a hotel .
A. which had been recommended
B. where he had stayed before
C. to which he had been directed
D. of which he knew nothing
32. As he walked about the town Smallwood ____.
was pleased by the sound of an organ
was irritated by the sound of an organ-
was reminded of the organ he had heard elsewhere

oSnOwp»

remembered the organ he had heard there as a boy
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A. was more crowded than it used to be
B. was less crowded than he had remembered
C. had been ruined by becoming a holiday resort
D. had changed beyond recognition
34. Smallwood was 1n Lucerne ______
A. on official business B. for pleasure
C. on holiday D. on private business
35. In the end Smallwood decided to enjoy himself as long as

A. he could escape from the war B. he was making a profit
C. the fine weather continued D. he could stay in Lucerne
Passage 4

Public image refers to how a company is reviewed by its customers,
suppliers, and stockholders, by the financial community, by the communities in
which it operates, and by the federal and local governments. Public image 1s
controllable to considerable extent, just as the product, price, place, and
promotional efforts are. |

A firm’s public image plays a vital role in the attractiveness of the firm and
its products to employees, customers, and to such outsiders as stockholders,
suppliers, creditors, government officials, as well as diverse special groups. With
some things it is impossible to satisfy all the diverse publics: for example, a new
highly automated plant may meet the approval of creditors and stockholders, but it
will undoubtedly find resistance from employees who see their jobs threatened.
On the other hand, high-quality products and service standards should bring
almost complete approval, while low products and false claims would be widely
looked down upon. |

A firm’s public image, if it is good, should be treasured and protected. It is a
valuable asset that usually is built up over a long and satisfying relationship of a
firm with its publics. If a firm has developed a quality image, this is not easily
countered or imitated by competitors. Such an image may enable a firm to charge
higher prices, to woo the best distributors and dealers, to attract the best
employees, to expect the most favorable creditor relationships and lowest
borrowing costs. It should also allow the firm’s stock to command a higher
price-earnings ratio than other firms in the same industry without such a good
reputation and public image.

A number of factors affect the public image of a corporation. They include
physical facilities, contacts of outsiders with company employees, product quality
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kind of advertising and the media and programs used, and the use of public
relations and publicity.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

I11.

We learn from the passage that

A. a good public image is hard to achieve but easy to be copied

B. public image is not as controllable as price

C. public image has nothing to do with the product price

D. the importance of public image is almost universally recognized

In Paragraph 2 the author mentions creditors, shareholders and employees to
show that

A. shareholders and employees usually don’t get on well with each other

B. the demands made on the company by diverse groups are different
C. companies always make decisions in favor of shareholders

D. companies always make decisions in favor of employees

The word “wo0” (Line 5, Para. 3) means
A. “to attract” B. “to distract”

C. “to propose” D. “to lose”

All of the following factors may affect the public image of a corporation
EXCEPT

A. interactions B. prices

C. advertising D. registered capital

The author’s attitude toward the notion of public image i1s _____
A. indifferent B. disapproving

C. positive D. doubtful
SKIMMING AND SCANNING

In this part there are 3 reading passages followed by 10 questions or
unfinished statements. For each of them there are 4 choices marked A,
B, C and D. Skim or scan the passages, and then decide on the best
answer and Write the corresponding letter on the ANSWER SHEET.

(10 points, 1 point each)

Passage 1
People experience a rich spectrum of feelings. We speak of feeling ecstatic,

depressed, proud, nervous, jealous, guilty, afraid, ashamed, bored, amused,
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for example, if you received an A in your psychology course but your best friend
got a D? You would no doubt be excited about your own grade and sorry for your
friend. You might also be a bit embarrassed and worried that your friend will be
resentful.

Given the complexity of human emotions, psychologists have asked
whether a core of “primary emotions” might serve as building blocks of more
complex emotions. In this approach, the range of human emotions resembles the
range of colors. In other words, the hundreds of shades of emotion are composed
of mixtures of a few primary emotions, just as hundreds of colors can be made by
mixing different combinations of primary colors (red, blue, and yellow).

According to some theorists, the “primary emotions” are those for which
distinctive facial expressions have evolved over the course of human evolution.
Proponents of this view suggest that there are from six to ten primary emotions.
Nearly all theorists agree on six: joy, surprise, sadness, anger, disgust, and fear.
Debate continues about a seventh emotion, contempt. Meanwhile, some
researchers reject the concept of basic emotions altogether.

Other theorists propose that human emotions are characterized by two
dimensions, pleasant/unpleasant and aroused/calm, and that every emotion falls
into one or another of four possible categories: pleasant/aroused, pleasant/calm,
unpleasant/aroused, and unpleasant/calm. Fear, for example, is a combination of
unpleasant and aroused, and sadness is a combination of unpleasant and calm.
People who are asked “How are you feeling?” seem to consider both of these
dimensions—how pleasant they feel and how aroused they feel—before
answering. |

41. In the passage, the range of human emotions is compared to :
A. arich spectrum of colors B. building blocks
C. the shades of trees D. the rainbow

'42. Although there are many primary emotions, the core number that nearly all
theorists agree on 1s :

A. 6 B. 8

C. 10 D. 12

43. According to other theorists mentioned in the passage, how many categories
can human emotions be classified into?

A. 2. B. 4.
C. 6. D. 8.
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Long ago Tasmania was attached to the landmass now known as the
Australian mainland. Over the ages the great landmass slowly shifted and
split—and the section we now know as Tasmania detached. As the last Ice Age
ended the sea level increased, forming the stretch of water now called Bass Strait.

We also know that aboriginal people have inhabited Tasmania for at least
20,000 years. The first known Europeans to visit the island included the Dutch
explorer Abel Tasman who called the Island “Van Dieman’s Land” in honour of
his patron. On that same voyage Tasman also made landfall in New Zealand,
Tonga and Fiji. In 1770 explorer James Cook claimed “the great south land” for
Britain and three years later the French explorer du Fresne and his crew
encountered aboriginals on the Tasmanian coast—in a skirmish several
aboriginals were shot. In 1802 the British established a small penal and whaling
colony on the Derwent River at Risdon Cove.

There were two major reasons for the British to establish a base in Tasmania.
They intended to use the island as a place to dump convicts, six months voyage
away from the British Isles. They also wanted to protect their claim to the land,
especially against their long-term enemy, the French, and to exclude other
countries from the rich whaling and sealing ground around the islands.

44. The stretch of water formed at the end of the last Ice Age is now called :
A. Tasmania B. Derwent River
C. Risdon Cove D. Bass Strait

45. According to the passage, all the following Europeans explored Tasmania |
EXCEPT :

A. Abel Tasman B. James Cook
C. Van Dieman D. du Fresne
46. When did explorer James Cook claim Tasmania for Britain?
A. In 1770. B. In 1773.
C. In 1802. D. In 1820.

4’7. How long did it take the exiled convicts to get to Tasmania from the British
Isles by sea?

‘A. 3 months. B. 6 months.
C. 10 months. D. 1 year.
Passage 3

More than 350,000 fans visit the National Baseball Hall of Fame and
Museum located in Cooperstown, New York, every year. The museum, established




[image: image13.png]in 1939, is located in the very town where Abner Doubleday was said to have
designed the game approximately 100 years prior. |

Great baseball players, such as Babe Ruth and Ted Williams, are honored in

life size woodcarvings in the Hall of Fame Gallery. The Cooperstown Room
traces the history and development of baseball. Displays of women in baseball,
the All Star Game, and world tours can be found on the museum’s second floor.

A newly-constructed wing houses a 200-seat movie theatre and interactive

exhibits that make the trip, from anywhere, worthwhile!

48.

49.

50.

IV.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

Based on the information provided in the passage, baseball was designed
by :
A. James Cooper B. Ted Williams.

C. Babe Ruth D. Abner Doubleday.

If visitors want to know the history and development of baseball, the proper
place they should go to is :

A. the Cooperstown Room B. the Hall of Fame Gallery
C. the newly constructed wing D. the movie theatre

On the museum’s second floor, baseball fans can find displays of all the
following EXCEPT :

A. women in baseball B. the All Star Game
C. world tours D. great baseball players
WORD FORMATIONS

Complete each of the following sentences with the proper form of the
word in the brackets. Write your answers on the ANSWER SHEET.
(10 points, 1 point each )

(create) Shirley Smith is a famous author all over the country
because she 1s very ____.

(practical) Renovating the old building proved ____ because of the
great expense. |

(relax) The PC and TV will remain two different experiences:
one you interact with and sit close to; the other you turn
tofor ___ .

(agree) He said it would rain, but I ____ with him — I was sure

it wouldn’t rain.

(commerce) The film was highly praised, but it was not a
SUCCESS.
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64.

(able) The rights protection law for the consumers ____ any
impaired consumer to claim money from the company.

(cruel) The effects of mental in the form of unkind words
and behavior can be worse than physical violence.

(imagine) Computers turn impossibilities into possibilities. By
using computer graphics, you can create anything ____.

(cover) If you would like to the details of the billionaire’s
life, nasty to nice, the book is brutally straightforward.

(general) Don’t try to ____; it isn’t fair to say that all women
drivers are careless just because one knocked you
down.

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

There are 4 groups of simple questions in this part, which are based on
the texts you have learned. Give a brief answer to each of the questions.
Your answers must be to the point and grammatically correct. Write your
answers on the ANSWER SHEET. (20 points, 5 points each)

How do you comment on the fisherman’s wife in The Fisherman and His Wife?
What were some of her wishes? What was her last wish? What can you
learn from the tale?

(from The Fisherman and His Wife)

Why couldn’t Daniel jump when Smiley betted with the stranger? How did
Smiley finally figure out what had happened to his frog?

(from The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County)

What did the blind old woman know about the burglar? How did she know
that? How did the detective get to know the features of the burglar?

(from The Lady in the Dark)

How come George got up so early one morning? What did he do afterwards?
How did the policemen look upon him in the morning street?

(from How George, Once Upon a Time, Got Up Early in the Morning)
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