全国2006年10月高等教育自学考试

高级英语试题

课程代码：00600

请将答案填在答题纸的相应位置上

[image: image1.png]2 H 2006 £ 10 H 55 #F B¥ LR
B RFEIFIRE
IRTZEES:00600

EHEREASEANEEME I

I. The following paragraphs are taken from the textbooks , followed by a list
of words or expressions marked A to X. Choose the one that best
completes each of the sentences and write the corresponding letter on your
Answer Sheet. One word or expression for each blank only. (12 points,
0.5 point for each)

Actually, I enjoy my work when the 1 are large and urgent and somewhat
_ 2 and will come to the attention of many people. I get scared, and am unable
to sleep at night, but I usually 3 at my best under this stimulating kind of
pressure and enjoy my job the most. I handle all of these important 4  myself,
and I rejoice with 5 pride and vanity in the compliments I receive when I do
them well. But _ 6 such peaks of challenge and elation there is monotony and

despair.

Our anger goes beyond the simple policy matters. It goes 7 the fact that all the
things we were told about Vietnam we found 8 when we got there. We found

that 9  often American men were 10 in those rice paddies from 11 of

support from our so-called allies. We saw at first hand the money your taxes

12 by a corrupt dictatorial regime.

The fact is that although network television still 13  too little time to the vital

service of informing the 14 | it does a better job in that little time 15 the

nation’ s press as a whole. And when I speak of the nation’ s press as a whole, I
and the 17

which serve the world as models of 18 public

am 16 _speaking of the five or six splendid newspapers

great newspaper

information.
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[image: image2.png]Another solitary man was fishing further along the canal, but Arthur knew that they
would 19 each other in peace, would not even _ 20 out greetings. No one
bothered you: you were a hunter, a 21 , your own boss, away from 22 all
for a few hours on any day that the weather did not 23 down its rain. Like the

24 in the army who said it was marvelous the things you thought about as you

sat on the lavatory.

A. tremendous B. assignments C. into D. dying

E. squandered F. frightening G. between H. not

I. call J. corporal K. it L. untrue

M. want N. too O. public P. responsible
Q. throw R. dreamer S. leave T. than

U. perform V. projects W. allots X. one

II. In this section, there are fifteen sentences with a blank in each, followed
by a list of words or expressions marked A to X. Choose the one that
best completes each of the sentences and write the corresponding letter on
your Answer Sheet. One word or expression for each blank only. (15
points, 1 point for each)

75 Her distress awoke a _____in her body and she kept moving her lips in silent
fervent prayer.

26. Just as there can be __ omissions, so too can there be blameless acts.

27 He thrust his hand into the shoe and made careful __ as though he had one

particular scrap of paper in mind.

28. She puts her hand on the dish towel which lies on the table, stands looking
down at table, one half of which is clean, the other half .

79 She had married again when he was seventeen but this had not given him a
_____father.

30. To them it offers a romantic appeal, usually __ by some dashing and
charismatic figure.

31. The problem of Vietnam is not just the problem of war and diplomacy; it’s a
problem of the very basic American ____ that we are trying to question.

32. Similarly, in any ____ regime, the holders of power become increasingly

tyrannical with experience of the delights that power can afford.
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The more efficiently self-contained the home seems to be, the more dependent
it is on the great impersonal corporations, as well as a ____ army of servitors.
The snobbery of culture, still strong, has now to __ with an organized and
active low-browism, with a snobbery of ignorance and stupidity unique, so far
as | know, in the whole of history.

Give me a restless hour or two in bed and I can solve, to my own satisfaction,

all the doubts of

36. Evey sat down in an easy chair beside Ace and _____ her stocking feet on his
knees.

37. Medicare pays for only 45 per cent of older people’ s health expenses; the
balance must come from their own incomes and savings, or from Medicaid,
which  a humiliating means test.

38. The letter you received last month was sent after we ____ over two thousand
third-year students at the best schools.

39. We  justice for the body as well as for the soul.

A. wrestle B. snobbery C. rested D. culpable
E. companion F. excavations G. symbolized H. capitalism
I. demand J. retroactive K. autocratic L. requires
M. attribute N. diminishing O. humanity P. idealism
(). monstrosity R. messy S. nausea T. deceived
U. threatening V. screened W. inadequate X. voluntary

III. Each of the following sentences is given two choices of words or

40.

expressions. Choose the right one to complete the sentence and write the
corresponding letter on your Answer Sheet. (15 points, 1 point for
each)

An idea suddenly came upon him when he was taking a walk with his
wife.
A. ingenious B. ingenuous
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One runner , but was able to regain her balance.

A. tumbled B. stumbled

Harry S Truman, personally decent, was damaged by an __ loyalty to corrupt
associates.

A. unreasoning B. unreasonable

The new law _ the number of foreign cars that can be imported.

A. confines B. limits

Unemployment and inflation are

A. interconnected B. interrelated |
She smoothed down the  of the skirt and strapped the watch on her arm.
A. pleats B. plaits
The chief investigator resigned, amid allegations of  and probably illegal
operations. |
A. covered | B. covert
He picked up a chair and it across the hall.
A. hauled B. hurled

You have sinned, Jim,” I told myself out loud, “but it is never too late to
A. repent B. regret
The kids are having their usual _ over which game they are going to play.
A. dispute B. squabble
Mist was pouring over the mountains and __ down the far valleys under the
moonlight.
A. slipping B. sliding
The advertisement showed a _ young woman in a short skirt standing beside

a sports car.

A. sexy B. sexual

The show was on the  of being canceled due to low ratings.

A. verge B. edge

Over the last hundred years, people have become healthier, more | and

better educated.

A. literary B. literate
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[image: image5.png]54. Obesity was found to be in women, particularly blacks.
A. prevalent B. prevailing

Read the following passage carefully and complete the succeeding four items
IV, V, VI and VIIL
The Lost Art of Conversation

(1) What has happened to the art of conversation? By conversation I am not

thinking merely of words between individuals. I am thinking of one of the highest

manifestation of the use of human intelligence the ability to transform
abstractions into language; the ability to convey images from one mind to another;
the ability to build a mutual edifice of ideas. In short, the ability to engage in a

civilizing experience---

(2) But where does one find good conversation these days? Certainly not in the
presence of the television set, which consumes half the average American’ s
nonsleeping, nonworking hours. Much of the remaining free time is given to
games. No matter how rewarding “bridge talk” may be, it is not conversation.

Neither is chatter.

(3) What makes good conversation? In the first place, it is essentially a mutual

search for the essence of things. It is a zestful transaction, not a briefing or a

lecture. Pushkin correctly identified the willingness to listen as one of the vital
ingredients of any exchange. When two people are talking at the same time, the

result is not conversation but a collision of decibels.

(4) Nothing is more destructive of good talk than for one participant to hold the ball
too long, like an overzealous basketball dribbler playing to the gallery and keeping
it away from everyone else. Pity the husband or wife with a garrulous mate who

insists on talking long past the point where he or she has anything to say.
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[image: image6.png](5)To be meaningful, a conversation should head in a general direction. It need

not to be artfully plotted to arrive at a predetermined point, but it should be

eracefully kept on course guided by many unforeseen ideas.

(6) 1t has been said that if speech is silver, silence is golden. Certainly silence 1s
preferable , under most circumstances, to inconsequential chitchat. Why is it then
that so many people, when they are with others, are discomfited by the absence of
human sound waves? Why are they not willing merely to sit with each other,
silently enjoying the unheard but real linkages of congeniality and understanding?
Why aren’ t people content to contemplate a lovely scene or read together in
silence? “Made conversation” should not be a necessity among intimates. They

know whether the weather is good or bad; are as well or poorly informed about

current events. If there is nothing to say don’t say it.
(7)1t is true that strangers meeting for the first time seem to feel uncomfortable if
they do not engage in small talk to relieve their mutual awkwardness. This is the

scourge of the cocktail party, but is necessary if strangers are to size each other

up. Usually, however, this is harmless. In desperation one seeks an artificial
gambit. I remember one from an English girl; “Oh, I say, are you frightfully keen

on cats and dogs?” Unfortunately I wasn’t.

(8) There is disease shared by many, particularly with new acquaintances, that

leads to “dropping names” or “colleges”. This is often a useful device, since a
common friend or university experience can be a helpful point of departure for
conversation leading to better understanding. It is, however, more often woefully

abused as a means of showing off---

(9) Genealogical topics should also be avoided. The danger of boring one’ s
conversation partner and of becoming self-serving is far too great. In the first
place, others don’t really care about your ancestors. They know, as you should,
that everyone has quite a variety ranging all the way from bums to princes. If one
goes back 8 generations, one has 256 forebears. How easy to pick out the one who
glitters most as your claim to fame. Even the one who gave you your name is still

only one in 256.
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[image: image7.png](10 ) Cocktail-party necessities aside, however, some elementary rules for
conversation are well worth our consideration. In the first place, certain subjects

the best

should be taboo in any general conversation. Kitchen topics

cleansers, recipes, and troubles with servants should certainly be limited to
interested women. Straight man-talk, such as busiress, golf, and hunting
exploits, may be permissible in board or locker rooms but should be taboo in

general discussion, along with bus schedules and all other dull or specialized

things. One does not mention precise figures descriptive of one’ s wealth or income

not even an artful “The idea netted me something in six figures. ” The first

digit was probably 1

(11)People even forget, I’ m afraid, that their illness and operations should be
outlawed as conversational topics. Only if some relative asks you on a need-to-
know basis, or a doctor is interested from a professional standpoint, should you
ever volunteer anything about your ailments. Everyone understands this; yet it
never seems to apply to you. Remember, even if it’ s the most dramatic operation

ever performed, it is not something to be offered gratuitously to friends at

conversation time. They really don’t want to hear about it.

(12) There is also the conversationalist who must under every circumstance be
right —— who always has to win the game. There are those of us who want to

moralize. There is the intruder into emotional subjects like religion or

personalities, the malicious gossip. All should be inadmissible by any rules of

good conversation. Vulgar words, even the four-letter words, can sometimes be

effective as in the English use of bloody. More often, however, they are in

bad tastes particularly when they conjure up a revolting image at mealtime.

Shouldn’ t there be some law against sonic pollution?
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In this section, there are ten incomplete statements, followed by four
choices marked A, B, C and D. Choose the best answer and write the
corresponding letter on your Answer Sheet. (10 points, 1 point for

each)

According to the author, a conversation is

A. a rewarding “bridge talk” B. the ability to show human intelligence

C. the talk show on TV D. chatting while playing a game

Which of the following statements is true?

A. Games have consumed most of the average American’s free time.

B. To learn something is the essence of a good conversation.

C. One of the vital ingredients of a good conversation is to instruct and
moralize. |

D. One of the vital ingredients of a good conversation is to listen.

The main idea discussed in Paragraph 4 is

A. the basketball players don’t know how to talk

B. the miserable life of the husband or wife with a garrulous mate

C. the most destructive of a good conversation is for one person to talk all the time

D. every basketball player wants to dribble the ball as long as possible

Which of the following is the closest in meaning to “To be meaningful, a

conversation should head in a general direction. ” 7

A. A meaningful conversation should cover most topics.

B. A meaningful conversation should include some common topics.

C. A meaningful conversation should embody some purposes.

D. A predetermined point should be reached during a conversation.

According to Paragraph 6,

A. silence is better than talking under most circumstances

B. sometimes “made conversation” is necessary among friends to relieve the
mutual awkwardness

C. it is necessary to inform your conversation partner of the weather and
current events

D. most people tend to talk when they are with others rather than silently
enjoy the real linkage of friendship
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According to the author, what topics are proper for a good conversation?

A. One’s income or wealth.

B. Kitchen topics among interested women.

C. Specialized things.

D. One’s college experience among new acquaintances.

Why should genealogical topics be avoided in a conversation?

A. Because your conversation partner has more famous forebears than you.

B. Because your conversation partner may think you are trying to pick out one
famous forebear to show off.

C. Because the ancestors of your conversation partner range from princes to
bums.

D. Because your conversation partner has a shameful family history.

In Paragraph 11, the sentence “ Everyone understands this; yet it never seems

to apply to you” implies that

A. nobody talks about their illness and operations

B. we always want to talk about our illness and operations

C. nobody understands the topic of illness and operations

D. nobody understands how important your illness and operations are

According to the author,  is admissible by the rules of good conversation.

A. always displaying your moral rectitude

B. keeping silent

C. talking about one’ s hunting exploits in a locker room

D. trying to inform your conversation partner of the current events

What can you infer from this article?

A. A conversation bears similarity to basketball playing, which should be
artfully plotted and carefully handled.

B. To engage in a real and meaningful conversation is an artistic and civilizing
experience.

C. Kitchen topics should be avoided so as not to bother your conversation
partner.

D. Like noise pollution, sonic pollution can also do harm to people’ s physical

health.

BRIERAES 9 (I 11 130)




[image: image10.png]65.

66.

67.

68. -

69.

There is one underlined part in each of the following sentences, followed
by four choices marked A, B, C and D. Choose the one that is closest in
meaning to the underlined part and write the corresponding letter on
your Answer Sheet. (10 points, 2 points for each)

It is a zestful transaction, not a briefing or a lecture.

A. a thrilling talk B. a joyful exchange of ideas
C. a heated discussion D. an exciting seminar
This is the scourge of the cocktail party, but is necessary if strangers are to

size each other up.

A. please each other B. get to know each other
C. form an opinion of each other D.look up to each other

There is disease shared by many, particularly with new acquaintances,

A. A disease is easily spread among new acquaintances

B. There is a bad habit shared by many, particularly with those who are not
on intimate terms

C. Many people are at a loss for words at the presence of new acquaintances

D. Many people tend to make mistakes when they are with new acquaintances

it is not something to be offered gratuitously to friends at conversation time.

A. given generously B. shared willingly
C. talked unnecessarily D. discussed openly

There is the intruder into the emotional subjects ---

A. the person who talks about some sensitive subjects
B. the person who asks some private questions
C. the person who hates the emotional topics

D. the person who likes the emotional subjects
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70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

on your Answer Sheet. (10 points, 2 points for each)

But where does one find good conversation these days? Certainly not in the
presence of the television set, which consumes half the average American’ s
nonsleeping, nonworking hours.

When two people are talking at the same time, the result is not conversation
but a collision of decibels.

It has been said that if speech is silver, silence is golden. Certainly silence is
preferable, under most circumstances, to inconsequential chitchat.

It is true that strangers meeting for the first time seem to feel uncomfortable if
they do not engage in small talk to relieve their mutual awkwardness.

It is, however, more often woefully abused as a means of showing off ---

VII. Answer the following essay question in English within 80-100 words.

75.

Write your answers on the Answer Sheet. (10 points)

What topics should be avoided in making a good conversation? Why?

VIII. Translate the following sentences into English and write the translation

76.

77.

78.
79.

80.
81.

on your Answer Sheet. (18 points, 2 points each for 76-80, 8 points
for 81)
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