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[ . Multiple Choice(40 points in all, 1 for each)
Select from the four choices of each item the one that best answers the question
or completes the statement. Write your answers on the answer sheet.

1. During the reign of  England started its Religious Reformation and broke
away from Rome.
A. Henry VI B. Henry VI
C. Edward VI D. Queen Elizabeth
2. In contrast to the Enlighteners , Romanticists regarded man as
A. a social animal B. an evil creature
C. an individual with potential qualities D. a brutal animal

3. “Thou art slave to fate,chance,kings,and desperate men,
And dost with poison.,war,and sickness dwell,
And poppy or charms can make us sleep as well
And better than thy stroke ; why swell’ st thou then? ”
This part of the poem comes from

A. Thomas Gray’s Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard
B. John Milton’ s Paradise Lost

C. John Donne’ s Death,Be Not Proud

D. P.B. Shelley’ s Ode to the West wind




[image: image2.png]4. In the 1950s, brought vitality to the English theater and was known as the
first “ Angry Young Man”
A. S.B. Yeats - B. Samuel Beckett
C. John Osborne D. G. B. Shaw
5. Which of the following poems is believed to best reflect the 20th century people’ s disil-
lusionment and frustration in a meaningless society?
A. T.S. Eliot’ s Four Quartets
B. T.S. Eliot’ s The Waste Land
C. S.B. Yeats’s The Lake Isle of Innisfree
D. S.B. Yeats’ s Down by the Salley Gardens

6. ,the first important English essayist, was also the founder of modern science
in England and one of the representatives of the English Renaissance.
A. Christopher Marlowe B. Thomas More
C. Francis Bacon D. William Shakespeare

7. English literature of the 18th century produces some excellent satirists. is a
master satirist.
A. Jonathan Swift B. Daniel Defoe
C. Samuel Richardson D. Thomas Gray

8. “As thus with thee in prayer in my sore need.
Oh! lift me as a wave,a leaf,a cloud!
I fall upon the thorns of life! I bleed!”
This part of stanza is taken from :
A. P.B. Shelley’ s Ode to the West Wind
B. G.G. Byron’s Song for the Luddites
C. S.T. Coleridge’ s Kubla Khan
D. W. Wordsworth’ s The Solitary Reaper

9. In shaping characters,G. B. Shaw would usually take an un conventional character in

contrast to conventional social ones. In Mrs. Warren’ s Profession 1S uncon-
9

ventional in regards with the thought,ambition and philosophy.

A. Mrs. Warren B. Vivie
C. Frank D. Liz
10. It is the publication of that brought George Gordon Byron fame. Byron him-
self once commented on it by saying “I awoke one morning and found myself fa-
mous.
A. Hours of Idleness B. Childe Harold’ s Pilgrimage

C. Don Juan D. Manfred
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Emily Bronté is best known as the author of the most fascinating novel Wuthering

Heights ,in which the plots of the story are intermittently revealed through the following

EXCEPT :

A. Mr. Lockwood B. Heathclift

C. Nelly, Catherine’ s old nurse D. Isabella’s letters to Nelly

Though Robert Browning is not the first writer who has invented dramatic monologue, it

is in his hands that the poetic form reaches its maturity and perfection. In dramatic

monologue ,

A. the narrator is the writer himself

B. readers can have their own judgments of the speaker’ s personality from it

C. readers are the only object that the narrator addresses to

D. the narrator has no particular choice about when to talk

Among the three stages of his poetic career,S. B. Yeats’ s major concern in the second

stage is

A. dichotomous in sub]ect matter, such as youth and age,love and war,body and soul

B. a mock of the bourgeois phlhstmes and their meanness of spirit and selfish materal —
1sm

C. about Celtic legends,local folk tales,or stories

D. Love and War,the two primary passions of human beings

Walter Scott’ s chief contribution to English literature lies in his novels of

A. war B. history

C. love D. romance

English Enlighteners in the 18th century held as the yardstick for the meas-
urement of all human activities and relations.

A. property B. education

C. emotion D. reason

In the late Victorian Age,the predominant preoccupation on common sense and moral
propriety was replaced by decadence reflected in the works of

A. Thomas Hardy B. George Eliot

C. W. M. Thackeray D. Oscar Wilde

Edmund Spenser, Christopher Marlowe and Francis Bacon are the few literary giants in
period.

A. Enligtenment B. Neo—classical

C. Romantic _ D. Renaissance

In the letter“To the Right Honorable the Earl of Chesterfield,” Samuel Johnson ex-
pressed his toward the Earl.

A. indignation | B. gratitude

C. satisfaction D. concern

In Robinson Crusoe ,Daniel Defoe glorifies all the following qualities of the middle—
class men EXCEPT :

A. the indignity of labour B. religious devotion

C. loyalty to the king D. pioneering spirit
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As one of the first novelists to introduce the themes of psychology into his works,D.

H. Lawrence uses to present the psychological aspects of his characters.
A. dramatic monolgue B. stream of consciousness
C. poetic imagination and symbolism D. romantic and realistic tradition

“Crossing the Bar” is one of the poems that Alfred Tennyson produced in his later
period. It expresses the poet’s

A. religious uncertainty

B. doubts about the meaning of life j
C. courage towards death and his faith in God and an afterlife
D. the restlessness and aspiration of the age

As a representative of critical realism, Charles Dickens exposes in his

“classical works Great Expectations.

A. moral degeneration and destruction to people brought by the social enviroment

B. the injustice of the legal system and practice that aim at devouring every penny
of the clients

C. government corruption and incapability which keep the innocent in prison

D. the utilitarian principle that rules over the English education system

The Romantic Period in the American literature started with the publication of

Washington Irving’ s and ended with

A. Tales of a Traveler. .. Whitman’ s Leaves of Grass

B. The Sketch Book. .. Whitman’ s Leaves of Grass

C. Bracebridge Hall. . . Thoreau’ s Walden

D. The Alhambra. . . Longlellow’ s Hiawatha

The chief spokesman of the New England Transcendentalism is

A. Washington Irving B. Ralph Waldo Emerson

C. H. W. Longtellow D. Walt Whitman

Emerson is affirmative about man’ s knowledge , with which a man can
trust to decide what is right and to act accordingly.

A. social. .. his friends B. social. .. his boss

C. intuitive. . . his parents and spouse D. intuitive. . . himself
As saw it,poetry could play a vital part in the process of creating a new

nation. It could enable Americans to celebrate their release from the Old World and

the colonial rule.

A. Longfellow B. Bryant
C. Whitman D. Freneau

is regarded as the first American prose epic.
A. Moby - Dick B. Typee

C. Mardi D. Omoo
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The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and ,especially,its sequence proved them-

selves to be the milestone in the American literature.

A. The Gilded Age B. Life on the Mississippi
C. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  D. Roughing It
The Portrait of A Lady is generally considered to be masterpiece , which in-

carnates the clash between the Old World and the New in the life journey of

in a European cultural environment.

A. Dreiser’s...an American girl - B. William James’s. ..an American girl

& &
C. Henry James’s. .. an American girl D. Henry Adams’s. . .an American wid-
ow

possessed none of the usual aids to a writer’ s career:no money,no friend in

power, no formal education worthy of mention,no family tradition in letters.

A. Theodore Dreiser B. Henry James

C. W.D. Howells D. Nathaniel Hawthorne

The Second American Renaissance refers to the century American litera-
ture.

A. 20" B. 19"

C. 18" D. 17"

is not merely a whaling tale or sea adventure. It turns out to be a symbolic

voyage of the mind in quest of the truth and knowledge of the universe,a spiritual ex-

ploration into man’ s deep reality and psychology.

A. Moby - Dick B. Redburn

C. Nature D. Pierre

Robert Frost combined traditional verse forms with a clear American local speech
rhythm , the speech of New England with its idiosyncratic diction and syn-
tax.

A. millers B. farmers

C. workers D. merchants

Eugene O’ Neill won the Pulitzer Prize four times and was the only dramatist ever to

b

win a Nobel Prize. He is widely acclaimed”

A. the founder of the American poetry

B. the founder of the American Gothic novels
C. the founder of the American drama
D.

the founder of the American prose
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. Long Day’ s Journey Into Night is generally regarded as ’ s autobiography.

A. Pound B. Frost
C. Dickinson D. O’ Neill
The distinctive feature about the ash — dump depicted in The Great Gatsby is an ocu-

list’ s faded billboard with a pair of great staring eyes behind yellow spectacles , sym-
bolic of

A. an obscenely futile world

B. a bright future of the protagonist of the novel
C. a world of hope

D. a world of love and peace

Hemingway’ s second big success is , which wrote the epitaph to a decade

and to the whole generation in the 1920s in telling us a story about the tragic love af-
fair of a wounded American soldier with a British nurse.

A. In Our Time B. A Farewell to Arms

C. For Whom the Bell Tolls D. The Sun Also Rises

“The dignity of movement of an iceberg is due to only one — eighth of it being above

water. ” This “iceberg” analogy was put forward by

A. Fitzgerald B. Faulkner
C. Gertrude Stein D. Hemingway
A careful study of * s protagonists will reveal a prevailing truth, that is, al-

most all his heroes turn out to be tragic.

A. Gertrude Stein B. Fitzgerald

C. Faulkner D. Hemingway

In A Rose for Emily,Emily is typical of those in Faulkner’ s Yoknapatwapha stories
who are the symbols of but the prisoners of

A. the Old South. .. the past B. New kngland. . . the past

C. the West. . . love affairs D. plantations. . . cult
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Reading Comprehension (16 points, 4 for each)
Read the quoted parts carefully and answer the questions in English. Write your
answer in the corresponding space on the answer sheet.

“And the native hue of resolution

Is sicklied o’ er with the pale cast of thought. ”

Questions |

A. Identify the author and the title of the play from which the two lines are taken.
B. What does the “native hue of resolution” mean?

C. What does the “pale cast of thought” stand for?

“Never did sun more beautifully steep

In his first splendor, valley,rock or hill;

Never saw I, never felt,a calm so deep!

The river glideth at his own sweet will;

Dear God! The very houses seem asleep;

And all that mighty heart is lying still!”

( From Wordsworth’ s sonnet Composed upon Westminster Bridge)
Questions ;

A. What does this sonnet describe?

B. What does the word “mighty heart” refer to?

C. The sonnet follows strictly the Italian form. What is the feature of the Italian form of
sonnet?

“We passed the School,where Children strove

At Recess—in the Ring—

We passed the Fields of Gazing Grain—

We passed the Setting Sun—"

(From Emily Dickinson’ s poem Because I could not stop for Death)
Questions .

A. What does the phrase” Fields of Gazing Grain” symbolize?

B. What figure of speech is used in the poem?

C. What are Dickinson’ s unique writing features in relation to the quoted lines?
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(A lot of common objects have been enumerated in the previous lines,and here
are the last two lines of the poem. )

“The horizon’ s edge, the flying sea — crow, the fragrance of salt marsh and shore
mud.

These became part of that child who went forth every day,and who now goes, and
will always go forth every day. ”

Questions.

A. Who is the author of this poem?*v What is the title of the poem?

B. What does the child stand for in the poem?

C. How do you understand“ These became part of the child” ?

. Questions and Answers (24 points in all, 6 for each)

Give brief answers to each of the following questions in English. Write
your answers in the corresponding space on the answer sheet.

. William Shakespeare is one of the most remarkable playwrights the world has ev-

er known.
What are his four greatest tragedies?

What are the characteristics of the four tragedies in common?

. Thomas Hardy is often regarded as a transitional writer. Some critics believe that

he is emotionally traditional and intellectually advanced. How do you understand
this idea?

. kzra Pound is one of the pioneers of modern poetry.

What is the poetic school of which he is the leading figure?
What is the title of his frequently quoted one — image poem?
As one of the leaders of the poetic school, Pound endorsed the group’s three

main principles. What are the three principles?

. William Faulkner is one of the greatest American novelists. What do you know a-

bout his narrative techniques?
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Topic Discussion (20 points in all, 10 for each)
Write no less than 150 words on each of the following topics in English in the
corresponding space on the answer sheet.

Discuss the different characteristics of modernism writings and realism writings in rela-

tion to the works of Mark Twainl and the works of Faulkner.

A possible theme of James Joyce’ s short story “ Araby”is disillusionment. Briefly dis-

cuss the symbolism Joyce employs in presenting this theme.
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