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[image: image1.png]I. Supply the missing paragraph (20 points)
The following passage is incomplete with one body para- graph missing. Study the
passage carefully and write the missing paragraph of about 100 words. Make sure

that the tone and vocabulary you use are in unity with the passage provided.

Mandatory Retirement

In many Asian countries the older people are considered to be very important mem-
bers of society because they are thought to hold the wisdom and knowledge that only the
experience of living can give. American people believe that wisdom comes from a college
degree, not from years of living. Age does not bring wisdom, only senility. As a result,
the aging people of society have to a large extent lost their productive value. One prac-
tice that clearly illustrates this lack of respect is mandatory retirement, which requires
Apeople at the age of 65 to retire from their jobs. It may cause social, economic and

health problems.

Mandatory retirement wastes valuable human resources and talents. There are
many reasons why older people should be kept working as long as possible. They have

gained the stability and responsibility that comes from maturity. Because they have
many years of experience behind them, they are usually good leaders and have steadier
work habits. Studies made by some scholars have found that older workers account for

less absenteeism and waste less time on the job than younger people. Older workers are

also less distracted by outside interests and influences, and have fewer family problems.

In addition, older women are not likely to take time off to bear and raise children.

Lastly, mandatory retirement also causes emotional problems which often lead to
physical ones. When people are forced to retire they often feel that their freedom of
choice, their pride, and their value to society are stripped from them. An older- man may
become obsessed with minor ailments that can stem from boredom, and from a self-ful-
filling prophecy that since he is no longer able to work, his health must be declining. He
becomes senile because that is expected of him. It has been reported that there is a dis-

proportionate death rate among those forced to retire, compared to that of those who

choose to retire.




[image: image2.png]In view of these human and economic problems, mandatory retirement does not ap-
pear to be a viable solution for aging people. Allowing people to work until ready for re-
tirement seems not only a humane approach, but a solution to many eeonomic problems

as well. All of us grow old; surely we should be allowed to do it with dignity.

II. Write an outline (20 points)

Read the following passage carefully and compose a “sen- tence outline” for it.

Differences in Men’s and Women’s Ways of Talking

According to the latest research in the United States of America, men and women
talk such different languages that it is like people from two different cultures trying to
communicate. Professor Deborah Tannen of Georgetown University has noticed the
difference in the style of boy’s and girl’s conversations from an early age. She says that
little girls’ conversation is less definite than boys’ and expresses more doubts. Little
boys use conversation to establish status with their listeners.

These differences continue into adult life, she says. In public conversations, men
talk most and interrupt other speakers more. In private conversations, men and women

speak in equal amounts although they say things in a different style. Professor Tannen

believes that, for woman, private talking is a way to establish and test intimacy. For
men, private talking is a way to explore the power structuré of a relationship.

Teaching is one job where the differences between men’s and women’s ways of talk-
ing show. When a man teaches a woman, says Professor Tannen, he wants to show that
he has more knowledge, and hence more power in conversation. When a woman teaches
another woman, however, she is more likely to take a sharing approach and to encour-
age her student to join in. |

But Professor Tannen does not believe that women are naturally more helpful. She

says women feel they achieve power by being able to help others. Although the research

suggests men talk and interrupt people more than women, Professor Tannen says,




[image: image3.png]women actually encourage this to happen because they believe it will lead to more inti-

macy and help to establish a relationship.
Some scientists who are studying speech think that the brain is pre-programmed for
* language. As we are usually taught to speak by women, it seems likely that the brain

must have a sexual bias in its programming, otherwise male speech patterns would not

arise at all.

I11. Compose an essay (60 points)
Everyone hopes to have happiness, which is generally believed to be related to

education, income, health, love and personal satisfaction. What roles do these
factors play in people’s happiness? Which do you think is the most important

factor? Write an argumentative essay (about 300 words) expressing your view on it.
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